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Press release

South Sudan: MSF calls for urgent response in Renk and
Bulukat transit sites to prevent deadly outbreaks

A humanitarian crisis is escalating in Bulukat and Renk, two of the busiest transit sites in South
Sudan’s Upper Nile state, warns international medical organisation Médecins Sans Frontieres (MSF)
today. Thousands of people who escaped the conflict in Sudan are desperately short of essentials
including clean water, food, shelter and healthcare. Overcrowded and unhygienic living conditions in
the transit sites further increase the risk of disease outbreaks, warns MSF.

Since the war in Sudan broke out last April, more than half a million people have fled to South Sudan,
of whom around 80 per cent are South Sudanese returning to their country of origin. Many have no
clear destination and spend weeks or even months in and around the transit centres, struggling to
survive with a scarcity of humanitarian aid.

“We are deeply concerned about the situation at the transit sites at a time when more people are
expected to arrive due to intensified fighting in Sudan,” says Zakaria Mwatia, MSF head of mission in
South Sudan. “Given the growing impact of the Sudan crisis on people’s humanitarian needs in South
Sudan, there is a pressing need to expand the delivery of aid. MSF urges international organisations
and the authorities to strengthen humanitarian assistance to alleviate the suffering of those people
affected by the crisis.”

Renk has two transit sites, both of which are dangerously overcrowded, with almost 30,000 people
living in an area meant to host no more than 12,000 people. The transit site at Bulukat is smaller — it
has consistently hosted around 5,000 people at any given time since last July — but people’s living
conditions are equally harsh. Many families fled their homes with few or no belongings, and are now
vulnerable to hunger, malnutrition and disease, exacerbated by inadequate shelter and the lack of
clean water and sanitation facilities.

MSF teams have been running two mobile clinics in Renk since May and one in Bulukat since July to
provide basic healthcare to returnees, refugees and host communities. Treating around 150 patients
every day, the mobile clinic in Bulukat alone has provided over 28,000 outpatient consultations.

MSF teams are also supporting the paediatric ward and inpatient treatment facility for malnourished
children in Renk Civil Hospital. In 2023, MSF teams responded to outbreaks of measles, treated
alarming numbers of malnourished children, and responded to a rise in malaria cases among people
staying in the transit sites. During the rainy season, the number of positive malaria cases reached 70
per cent, as most displaced people could not afford to buy mosquito nets and had no access to
preventive treatment. MSF distributed 44,730 mosquito nets to new arrivals at the transit sites
between November 2023 and January 2024.

“Many people are living outside the transit sites because there is not enough space inside,” says Mpumi
Zokufa, MSF health promotion manager in Renk. “Some are living outside in the open fields, so they



"’S NS FRON TIERES

don’t have blankets or a place to sleep. The only things they use as covers are the mosquito nets
provided by the MSF teams.”

In the two transit sites in Renk, the water shortage is critical. Each person has a maximum of 11 litres
of water per day, when the recommended quantity in emergencies is 20 litres per day to keep someone
healthy. Many people resort to using river water for drinking and day-to-day use, exposing themselves
to the risk of waterborne diseases.

MSF teams are on alert to respond to outbreaks of measles and waterborne diseases in the coming
months and have set up two isolation wards for measles and cholera in Renk.

“The current gaps in water, sanitation and hygiene are posing a severe threat to public health,” says
Mwatia. “Better hygiene and sanitation measures and vaccination campaigns — at the point of entry
into South Sudan, as well as in Renk and Bulukat transit sites — must be reinforced to prevent possible
outbreaks of disease. Simultaneously, rapid onwards transportation of people is imperative to prevent
prolonged stays at the transit centres.”

ENDS

NOTES TO EDITORS

B-roll: Click here to download 2 B-rolls (INT) to illustrate this information. Links expire on 23/08/2024

e MSF medical response in Renk:
https://media.msf.org/Share/12abif7f7ndfm8i6tak3udj2y2qb0gt2

- Video format: h264 (Main) (avcl / 0x31637661)
- Duration: 7m17s
- Maximum Size: 1920px x 1080px 844.87 MB

e Bulukat: Sudanese returnees seek help in Malakal, Upper Nile State:
https://media.msf.org/Share/a4m72s3n76e12d77y6snddb7368xa2gi

- Video format: h264 (Main) (avcl / 0x31637661)
- Duration: 2m52s
- Maximum Size: 1920px x 1080px 396.50 MB

Photos: Click here to download a selection of 32 photos to illustrate the subject:
https://media.msf.org/Share/elps600222606d36e286yug3gth87480 .Le link expires 23/08/2024

Interview opportunities: Please contact us to arrange an interview with the MSF Luxembourg team.
Other spokespeople in South Sudan and across the MSF movement are also available for interviews.
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